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3. Old Jones Mercantile, Church and E. Main 

1. Square and Gazebo 

2. Historic Courthouse, 100 North Street  
The Cherokee County Historical Society is a nonprofit 

corporation founded in 1975. Dedicated to historic pres-

ervation and education, CCHS has over 500 members 

and offers field trips, behind-the-scene tours, educational 

programs and research material to its members and 

guests. Some of our most popular events include Ken-

tucky Derby Day, the annual picnic, and the Cherokee 

Remembers exhibits featuring many rarely seen images 

and artifacts of early Cherokee County. 

 

CCHSôs main goal for this tour is to create awareness of 

the areaôs historic resources and show that both new and 

old buildings can coexist and compliment each other. 

While downtown Canton has grown with the times and 

changed considerably during the past 100 years, many 

historic buildings remain and contribute to a truly unique 

downtown experience.  Since Cherokee County is ex-

periencing such rapid growth, the Historical Society is 

attempting to find ways to integrate our historic build-

ings with new development, and we hope that this tour 

will show visitors that it can be done.  Canton has al-

ready lost many historic structures, but the ones that re-

main give the city its unique character and offer visitors 

a glimpse of the Canton of old.    

 

CCHSôs office and archives are located in the Historic 

Courthouse on the third floor. Our visitor hours are Mon-

day through Thursday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. We 

also maintain a special events facility, known locally as 

the Rock Barn, on Marietta Highway. For more informa-

tion about the society or to join, please visit our website 

at www.rockbarn.org or call 770.345.3288. 
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4. Post Office - Fire Dept., 190 W. Main St. 

5. Canton Cotton Mills ï Board of  

Education Office, 221 W. Main Street  

6. Canton Elementary, 110 Academy Street  

7. Canton High School, 120 Academy Street  

8. Academy Street Mill Housing 

9. Brown Park 

The center of the Canton Historic District is the town 

square. The 1840 and 1874 County Courthouses origi-

nally stood at this location. When the 1874 Courthouse 

burned in 1927, the site was turned into a square and the 

new courthouse was erected across the street.  

The white Georgia marble courthouse at 100 North 

Street, widely referred to as the Historic Courthouse,  was 

built 1927-1929. The Neoclassical Revival style building 

was designed by A. Ten Eyck Brown along with J.C 

McCauley Company.  The building was restored in 

1997, and currently houses county offices, the Historical 

Society and the restored jail with exhibit space.  

The brick Neoclassical Revival US Post Office Building 

was built in 1928 with James Wetmore serving as acting 

supervising architect. The design is similar to numerous 

post offices built throughout the state in the 1920s. Dis-

tinguishing architectural 

features include windows 

with flat arch lintels and 

keystones, a deck roof 

with low parapet and inset 

dormers, and Georgia 

marble trim throughout. 

The fire department now 

occupies the building. The 

roof design was altered during its replacement in 2008.  

R. T. Jones established the 

Jones Mercantile Company 

shortly after he moved to Can-

ton in 1879. The store pros-

pered and Mr. Jones expanded 

the building in 1914. The store 

originally sold general mer-

chandise such as dry goods, hardware, furniture, and 

grocery items, and expanded to include items one would 

find at any modern department store in the mid -20
th
 Cen-

tury. Reflecting the style of the era, the Company placed 

a modern stucco façade over the brick frame in the early 

1960s. The Mercantile Company closed in the late 1970s 

and now contains government offices.  

The former Canton Cotton Mills Office on West Main 

Street is a one-story brick building built in 1929 with 

elements of the Neoclassical Revival Style. A west addi-

tion in the 1930s added the second entry portico. Now 

the Cherokee County Board of Education occupies the 

building. 

The Grammar School Building was constructed in 1914 

in the Neoclassical Re-

vival style. The Grammar 

Schoolôs fa­ade is domi-

nated by a full-height 

entry portico with Ionic 

columns. With enroll-

ment growing, a high 

school was constructed 

across the street in 1924. 

Canton Elementary School left the building in 1974 

when their new building next to Cherokee High School 

opened. The Cherokee County Office of the Superinten-

dent now occupies the grammar school building.  

The brick High School Building was constructed in 

1924.  During the early 1900s, students from outside 

Canton who sought secondary education could attend by 

paying tuition. Some students rented rooms at one of 

Cantonôs boarding houses for the term and the L & N 

Railroad ran northbound and southbound trains two 

times daily which helped students outside Canton attend 

high school. In 

1956, Cherokee 

High School 

opened on Marietta 

Highway and this 

building then 

hosted grades 

fourth through 

eighth. After addi-

tional schools were built in 1974, the Canton High 

School building remained empty until a group of former 

alumni saved it from demolition.  The Cherokee County 

School System renovated the building and uses it cur-

rently for offices.    

These mill-worker homes, constructed between 1900 and 

1910, on both Academy and Waleska Streets make up 

the ñold villageò for the original Canton Cotton Mill on 

Railroad Street. The homes were built with three, four, 

or six rooms. To most inhabitants, these homes were 

grander than anything they had ever known. During the 

1960s, the homes were sold; many to mill employees. 

Some former employees still live in them today.  

Brown Park was dedicated in 1906 by the family of Gov-

ernor Joseph Brown. The site of the park was where the 

Governorôs home stood; the home was burned on orders 

given by General Sherman in May 1864. Elizabeth 

Street, which runs next to the park was named after 

Brown's wife, Elizabeth Grisham Brown. The monument 

located in the park was dedicated in 1923 by the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy.  

The City of Canton has a rich heritage. Located in the 

foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the site where 

Canton would be founded lay in the heart of the Chero-

kee Nation.  During the first hundred years of Georgia's 

history, Northwest Georgia was generally considered 

"Indian Country," and was bypassed by settlers going 

West. Georgia had made a treaty with the Federal Gov-

ernment in 1802 to relinquish its Western Territory for 

the removal of all Indians within its boundaries, and, 

although other tribes had been removed, little was ever 

done about the Cherokees. Following the discovery of 

gold near Dahlonega in 1829, settlers ignored the Indian 

problems and began to move into the area north of Car-

rollton and west of the Chattahoochee River-sixty-nine 

hundred miles-and named it Cherokee. 

 

Many members of the Cherokee Nation moved west, but 

the majority stayed until removed by Federal Troops sent 

into the area during the summer of 1838. The remaining 

Cherokees were gathered and held in forts until the re-

moval could be completed. Present-day Cherokee 

County had the largest and most southerly of these fort, 

Fort Buffington, which stood six miles east of Canton. 

Today nothing stands to identify its timber structure, but 

the area is marked by a large piece of green Cherokee 

serpentine quarried near Holly Springs. By autumn of 

1838, the federal troops had accomplished their mission 

and the Cherokees at Fort Buffington were marched off 

to join other groups on the infamous "Trail of Tears." 

 

A permanent county seat and courthouse were chosen in 

1833 and named Etowah. The name was changed to 

Cherokee Courthouse in 1833 and again changed in 1834 

to Canton, some say because a group of citizens had 

dreams of making the town into an important silk center. 

 

Over the years, Canton evolved from unsettled territory 

to a prosperous mill town known the world over for its 

"Canton Denim." The original county of 1831 now in-

cludes 24 counties, and Cherokee County remains one of 

Georgia's largest counties with an area of 429 square 

miles. The City of Canton remains the county seat. 

10. First Baptist Church  - Canton City Hall, 

151 Elizabeth Street  

The brick and marble trimmed building with elements of 

the Greek Revival style was constructed in 1925 on land 

originally donated 

by Gov. Joseph E. 

Brown. The congre-

gation is the oldest 

in Canton, dating 

back to 1833. The 

congregation va-

cated the building in 

2003 and City Hall 

moved into the building in 2005 after adding an addition 

to its east side. To the northwest of the church is the  

Church Parsonage building. It was built in the 1920s and 

is a side-gabled brick building with Colonial Revival 

elements.  It now houses an architectural firm.  

11. Grisham Galt House, 390 E. Marietta St.  

This two-story home at 390 East Marietta Street is repu-

tably Cantonôs oldest home in downtown Canton, con-

structed in 1841 by William Grisham. He was one of the 

areaôs earliest settlers and a founder of Canton. Through-

out the years, the home has undergone several altera-

tions. Notably, it was expanded and given Victorian de-

tails in 1903 and in 1957 the Victorian front porch was 

replaced with the present Neoclassical portico.  
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